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HEALING PERFORMANCES OF BALI

Between Darkness and Light
Angela Hobart

"...the book deserves to be praised for the high quality of the
ethnographic material it presents and for illuminating the
underlying ontology of an extremely complex indigenous med -
ical system.” - Social Anthropology

"...her account is fascinating in its depth of scholarship and
contains much to delight and illuminate the reader."- JRAI

"What the book accomplishes, in an engaging style ..., is what
is announced in the title, i.e. to demonstrate and explain the
richness of the performatory aspects of the healing systems." -
Aseasuk News

"...an invaluable study for anyone interested in holistic medi -
cine and local healing and sorcery rituals in Indonesia. It would
be a useful introduction for undergraduates and postgradu -
ates.” - Asian Affairs

Summary

Contemporary western societies have tended to proclaim a
separation between the scientific and artistic, or the human
and non-human. In Bali, these dimensions are intertwined as
this study shows. Although the island is undergoing rapid
change and modernization, the traditional medical system,
which includes myth, movement, dialogue, comedy, and a
spectacular masking tradition, has remained an integral part of
Bali society. It is deeply embedded in a network of social rela-
tions that extends far beyond the parameters of the rituals
themselves. The healing performances discussed in this book
take into account healing by spirit mediums and scholarly heal-
ers, the masked ritual drama, and the shadow theater. These
animated performances take place during the annual religious
festival that is aimed at individual well being as well as social
regeneration, brought to life in this volume through rich illustra-
tive material.

About the Author

Angela Hobart is the Visiting Associate Professor at
Goldsmiths' College London University on Intercultural Therapy
(Medical Anthropology) and has an Honorary Research
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